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houake, and would
nmisly streteh thc ahility of local au-
| thorities to cope.

According to a pane! of the Central Dis-
aster Management Council, up Lo 9.5 mil-
Tion people in 40 prefectures are expected
to seck shelter a week after the Nankai

and 560,000 will Tik k refuge at
sehools, community halls or other public
shelters.

Though Shizuoka’s government says
1266 shetters in the prefecture can ac-
commodate about 850,000 people, some
municipalitics may have problems, For ex-

Sappors B s Lid. to use the firn
Shizuoka plant in ihe city as a shelter in
case of disuster. The municipal govern-
ment of Ffoji in the prefecture arranged in
2011 to use four driving schools in the city
ay shelters.

Wakavanta Prefecture. which is pre
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Firms a.ppeal to Muslims with halal food X

By Kazuki Koike
Yot Shimbun Staff Writey

With markets expanding in Muslim
counties, 2 numbor of Japanese companies
see the production of hatal foods and other
products as a passport (o the Islamie world,
even though this niight mean the camplete
eenovation of a factory

lalal, ap Arabic ferm meaning “permisst-
ble.” is used to designate the preparation of
food Muslims are allowed to eat according to
Istamic law. Other products also must con-
tain ingredienis that are considered halal,

Catfle and chickens are slaughtered and
processed using a special method, which is
accompanied by an islamic prayer, Pork
and aleohol are totally forbidden.

Halal authentification bodics have re-
ceived applications {rom Japanese compa-
nies that want {0 produce halal products for
[stamie countries The number ol restau-
rants and university cafeterias offering
halal dishes is also increasing,

SHebal L poessort Lo dslange ot rios o
4 | ]n-ii_,ﬁhll ok 1, b i Malaesion e

sttt o Torum held o Saitaa i

-y ot ol peaple [rom eom-

TR .T1’1|:|T‘1T‘1I .\I N mflluf' inte Istamie

fhassan, whu runs 4 (‘Lnnpzmy fo help
Japunese companics develop halal prod-
Hers, sapd: “flshimie cotiniries arel a prom-

sl Pubore mar Kol Fhlk 59 thn nppor
tuntly [t develap hatal products]”

The number of Muslims is expecled to
exeeed 2 Wllion in 2030, Two of the largest
MusHm countries, Indonesia and Bangla-
desh, are expucted (o chalk up growth rates
ol 4 pereent

in anticipation of the future huge market,
Japanese companies xerambling o veceive
halul authentication are on the increase.

The Japan I{alal Association. an Osaka-
bused incorporated nonprofit organization
established in 2010, reccived 14 applicalions
last vear, up from two in 2011 This vear.
the number of applications has already ex-
ceeded 10,

Howoever, it is nol casy tor o company (o
et {he reguirements

An association official said: “Tn some
cages. i becomes neeossary o totally ren-
gvate a factory,” Only five applications
have been approved over the past fhree
veurs, the official said.

At a spice manufaeturing company in
Ageo. Saitama Prefecture, which received

i Shinaan

A board explaining halal is displayed at the entrance of a restaurant on the Univer-

sity of Tokyo Hongo campus.

halal authentication from another organi-
zation, part of its factory was renovated to
produce hala) products exclusively.
Kazuto moue, 73, who runs the company,
is husily developing hatal products, “the
Muslim market is very attractive,” he said.

Counting on tourists

The tourist industry also has 1ts cye on
Muglint countrics

According 1o the Japan National Tour-
ism Qvganization, the number of tourists
from Indonesia last year increased by near-
1y 60 percent compared to visitors from that
coundry in 2007

The Japan talal Association said the
number of vestaurants offering halal dish-
ox has increased rapidly over past 10 years
Currently, about 200 resraurants across the
nation offer halal dishes

Tinlayukd shibary, mansgerulihe Gu
o Barbecue restaurant in 'Hnlmg,'; Wad
i 5 tana meat, salel g
31| DO

o) mul. ST I|11 ] hr||] [ils
\ 1

{ 10, whieh |al:|||'.-; (o open an oifice
in imdonesia in May, is preparing booklets
1o introduce Jupanese restavrants oftering

halal dishes and places where Mustims can
pray, an official said,

Oven set aside

A restaurant on the tniversity of
Tokyo's Hongo campus preparcs 4 daily
halal dish, such as chicken cooked in toma-
(0 sauce and beef curry

The restatrant stait have discussed
menus with Mustim stedens, and separate
cooking utensils are used o prepare hatat
dishes from those needed for other dishes,
An oven is sei aside for halal dishes.

Aceording fo the National Pederation of
University Co-operative Associations, seven
othet universities prepare halal dishes

Toru ito, ussistant senioy managing di-
rector of the University of Tokyu's cooper
ative, said: “Universitics admit students
from around the world. We must be pro-
pared 1o receive such students.”

Chukyo University Prof. Rvoichi Nami-
kawa. who has written a book about the
coneept of halal, sajd: “People may have be-
come more interested in Mustim countries
hecause of China's coonomic sfowdown. To
understand Muglim countries, an under-
standing of halal is essential 7
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